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ANNUAL RaRa AUCTION 
IN NOVEMBER 


The long-standing tradition of the November 
auction, not having been challenged by man or 
beast, will continue in all its splendor yet again. 
The officers and directors of RaRa cordially invite 
you to attend and participate on November 4th at 
8 p.m. (doors open to vendors and inspectors at 7 
p.m.). The location is the Henrietta Fire Hall at 
the corner of East Henrietta(Rt. 15A) and Lehigh 
Station Roads; the usual meeting place. As is 
customary, 10% ofthe auctioned price of all items 
will be “‘attached” by RaRa. This is a reminder 
that RaRa members are allowed to sell, but any- 
one can make purchases. If you haven’t renewed 
yet, bring your items anyway, then see Alex Pici- 
rili, NV2Y, before the auction starts, to fill in a 
new application. Alex charges 10 dollars for the 
privilege of renewing RaRa membership at the 
meeting (but surely you'll recoup that from all the 
good stuff you’ll sell!). 


RUSSIAN ORBITS U.S. SATELLITES 


Russia is offering their satellite expertise to several 
companies around the world. They can build, 
test, and launch one in less than one year, three 
times faster than can currently be done here. 


Russia recently sold two of their telecommuni- 
cations satellites to an Indiana firm called Rimsat 
Ltd., who wants to eventually set up a constella- 
tion of satellites over the Pacific Rim. The two 
satellites originally were over Russia, but were 
moved in their proper orbits at the end of 1992. 


Timsat’s goal is seven “‘birds”’, for a total of 69 
transponders and over 80,000 lines for telephone 
links. Russia, for their price, will launch even 
more Satellites if needed, and they will construct 
and launch them; they will even maintain them for 
up to seven years. 

Why is Russia doing this? They need the 
money. They expect to receive $150 million for 
the first seven satellites. 

Tnx WSYI Report via Spurious Emissions 
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ANNUAL AUCTION 


November 4, 1994 
8:00 p.m. 


Henrietta Fire Hall 
3129 East Henrietta Road 


Corner of East Henrietta 
and Lehigh Station Road 
Doors open at 7:00 p.m. 
Membership required. 
One guest allowed with each member. 


UPCOMING EVENTS 


Take out your pocket planners now, or bring this 
notice to your desk planner, and write in the fol- 
lowing RaRa activities: 
1994 

December 2nd - RaRa meeting at Kodak Elm- 
grove plant; hosted by the Kodak Amateur Radio 
Club. 


1995 
January 6th and February 4th - Regular RaRa 
meetings. 


February 18th - Winter Funfest. The return 
(by popular-demand) of Bonnie and Clyde is ex- 
pected. They are the Clydesdales that provided 
the horse-drawn haywagon rides last year. Sled- 
ding, gourmet victuals (go look it up), and prizes 
for the young ones will also be available. 

March 3rd - Regular RaRa meeting; presenta- 
tion by an out-of-town guest on the ARRL field 
organization. 


April 7th- Regular RaRa meeting; presentation 
by the operators of K2JD engraving on the making 
of badges, or “Better Living Through Personal 
Identification by Visual Means’’. 

Protocol insists that the first items entered on 
your calendar on any date is the one to attend. 


You’re welcome. 
de Chris Reich, WB2DYJ 
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DO YOU EVER WONDER ABOUT 
THINGS LIKE THAT? 


The annual ““Ginna Drill” as it is known to those 
who participate in it, set me to thinking about how 
we (RACES) would react if something disastrous 
should happen around here. I mean, what would 
we REALLY do? How long would it take before 
our brains got in gear and acknowledged. This is 
the Real Thing! 


All this brain activity brought back the stories 
in the newspapers and on TV about the plane 
crash near Pittsburg a few week ago. Were there 
any RACES people on the job there? 


A few years ago, maybe 5 or maybe 6, my wife 
and I were coming back from Ohio, on a sunny 
Sunday. Probably from Dayton, but it doesn’t 
matter. It was around 10 o’clock in the morning, 
and we were going up Interstate 79 on the West 
side of Pittsburg, Pennsylvania. I don’t usually 
play with the 2 meter rig while on an Interstate, 
but traffic was light, so I figured that I probably 
wouldn’t run into anyone if I twiddeled the dial a 
little bit. The biggest activity (and really the only) 
was a local group of Hams working on an emer- 
gency. It was in either Allegheny or Beaver 
County. You could gather in a lot of information 
from the data they were reporting in, and where 
they reported it from. Something BIG was going 
on! Reports of weather, sky conditions and winds 
were coming in. Fire Departments were being 
alerted! 


One guy was obviously out of breath from run- 
ning up ahill. At the top he stopped to report what 
he saw down in the gully on the other side. The 
spell was broken when he said, ““This is a drill’. 
So realistic — These guys were really putting an 
exceptional effort into this exercise. They were 
making the most of a Sunday drill that would pos- 
sibly help them in the future. I couldn’t resist call- 
ing in, when they asked if anyone else was on line, 
to offer my services if needed. They thanked me 
for the offer, but guessed they had most everything 
under control, and ‘‘Have a good trip’. We listen- 
ed to them perform the drill until reception got bad 
and I turned the rig off. 


The plane crash, in that same general area, and 
the Ginna drill, made me wonder if any of the 
people we heard working on that Sunday morning 
drill were still active in RACES and if they (the 
people we “‘knew’’) were directly involved in that 
awful crash. 


I’ll bet you that if any of them were, they per- 


formed at their best, and did a job that other dis- 
aster service authorities looked up to. You just 


know that the effort they put into the drill we heard 
paid off when it came time to do it for real. 


My hope is that we will do as good a job if we 
are ever called upon to assist at “‘the real thing’. 
All these incidents just sort of make you wonder. 

-- Roger, WB2BWQ 


LOW-KEY CONTEST OPPORTUNITIES 


by Vic Gauvin, K1JUL 


Want to see what it’s like during a contest, but 
don’t dare jump in yourself? Want to check out 
how it’s done, but don’t know anyone that’s into 
it? Maybe even want to test the waters and possi- 
bly get on a make a Q or two, but don’t have the 
station or want to go it alone? Well, have we got 
the deal for YOU! 


In a combined effort, RaRa and RDXA, the 
Rochester DX Association, will be putting the 
RaRa club station, K2JD (located in the base- 
ment of the Social Services Building on 111 West- 
fall), on the air during three of the most popular 
contests this fall. The whole point of these efforts 
is Simply to let anyone who’s interested see what’s 
going on, and if you’re up for it, to provide you 
with an opportunity to get on the air. We’ll pro- 
vide coaching as required, both on and off the air, 
and hope to have a few people operating so you 
can see how it all goes. NO PRIOR CONTEST 
EXPERIENCE OF ANY KIND IS NEEDED 
— just an interest or a curiosity. 


The contests that we’re getting into are CQ 
World-Wide SSB on the weekend of October 
29th and 30th, ARRL Sweepstakes CW on No- 
vember 5th and 6th, and ARRL Sweepstakes 
SSB on November 19th and 20th. CQ WW runs 
all weekend, so come any time from Saturday 
morning to Sunday night at 8 p.m. Sweepstakes 
(SS), which is a U.S. and Canada only contest, 
Starts at 4 p.m. local on Saturday and runs to 
Sunday night at 10 p.m. local. Come anytime dur- 
ing those hours. SS is a good one to start with since 
it’s easy to make contacts stateside, so we should 
be able to provide some good experience. By the 
way, the CW weekend is being done primarily for 
code practice! If that’s not your thing (yet), then 
come for the phone weekend. 


Again, this whole thing is LOW KEY,and what 
we WANT is the beginning operator, the “never 
been in a contest before’ person, the “‘no-code”’ 
that’s looking to see what other things there are in 
the hobby, or the old-timer that’s looking for new 
horizons. Stop on by — we’ll be glad to see you, 
and who knows — you might even like it! 

73 and good contesting. 


NOVEMBER CALENDAR 


4- RaRa Annual Auction - 8:00 p.m. 
Henrietta Fire Hall - 3129 East Henrietta 
Doors open at 7:00 p.m. 

11 - RAPS Meeting - 7:30 p.m. - 111 Westfall 


19- RaRa VE Testing - 111 Westfall Road 


FOR SALE — Kenwood TS-530 SP, VFO-230 
and AT-230 in mint condition. Call Mike, 
KF2LF, at 248-5913. 
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WANTED’ OLD RADIOS 
AM BROADCAST, TABLE TOP 

VINTAGE 1940 TO 1950 
: 


WA2ZNC “LEN” 
116-229-5470 
=k 122 W. Lake Road, Honeoye, Nive eae 


UPL UU aM MM 


SNYDER AND SNYDER 
Attorneys at Law 


Accidental Injuries 
Wills & Estates 
Social Security Disability 
Real Estate 
Divorce 
Adoptions 
Stock Broker Liability 
Securities Arbitration 


Discount for Licensed Amateurs 


Paul I. Snyder 
Jeanette F. Snyder 
Sherwood M. Snyder, W2KFU 


(716) 546-7258 


183 E. Main St. 
Suite 1024 
Rochester, NY 14604-168 | 
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INTERNET ACCESS COMES 
TO ROCHESTER 


by Neal Eckhardt, WB2EKP 


About a month ago I was fingering through the 
Freetime magazine and noticed an advertisement 
for a local Bulletin Board (BBS) that claimed 
FULL INTERNET ACCESS. I have been 
wanting to get onto the Internet for over a year 
now, but haven’t been able to get access to any- 
thing other than E-Mail and Telnet (the ability to 
log on to remote computers). I have been looking 
for Internet providers in the Rochester area for 
some time and have had no luck in getting access 
without a toll call. This ad definitely caught my 
attention. 


Getting signed-up was easy. Just call their BBS 
at 546-7716 with your computer and answer the 
questions. The BBS is like many others, File 
areas, message areas, chat areas, and games. The 
real value comes from the connection to their 
UNIX machine that gives you access to the world 
of the Internet. All of the usual programs are 
available to find your way around the network. 
There are news readers that give you access to 
over 9000 discussion groups that range from Ham 
Radio, to magic, and hundreds of areas of medi- 
cine, to flowers and hacking. There’s E-Mail, that 
lets you send and receive mail with other people 
around the world who are also connected to the 
network. There is Gopher, that gives you an easy 
menuing system to find data stored at computers 
all over the globe. FTP is available to allow you to 
download software from thousands of systems (a 
lot of it FREEWARE as opposed to SHARE- 
WARE) for all types of systems from MS/DOS 
based, to UNIX based, or whatever you may be 
running on your system). You may have some 
obscure need, but it is out there somewhere, and 
half the fun is trying to find it. There is also access 
to the World Wide Web. 


Now all of this sounds difficult to use, especial- 
ly since I mentioned that you have to sign onto a 
UNIX machine. For all who know UNIX, it is 
not very intuitive or user friendly. They have a 
“shell” that does not require you to know UNIX 
(although there is access to the standard UNIX 
shell for the die-hards out there). All of the func- 
tions you may want to access are listed on menu 
screens (including file handling functions) and 
easy for the novice user to learn. 


For those knowledgeable people who desire 
PPP connections to the Internet, that is available 
too, as well as dedicated lines for the companies 
that want full time access to the network. 
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The best part of all this was the connect time 
charges. While not “FREE”, itis closeto FREE. 
Right after joining up, the rates were reduced to 20 
hours of connect time for $10.00. At only 50 cents 
an hour, I can afford to put in a late night or two 
“surfing” the Internet for a couple of bucks. For 
the people who really have nothing better to do, a 
flat monthly fee of $25.00 will give you unlimited 
access to the system. Obviously, the dedicated 
line option is not included in this rate. Buying time 
requires pre-payment, and that can be done 
several ways. You can send a check or money- 
order, you can charge it to acredit card, or you can 
dial a 900 number, and have it added on to your 
telephone bill. By calling the 900 number, you are 
given an authorization code that you type into the 
BBS systesm to get instant credit in your account, 
definitely the ““H7-TECH”’ way to go. 


The BBS is run by the ServiceTech Inc. and can 
be reached at 546-6908. If you want to go On- 
Line with them, just call their BBS system and 
answer the questions, no human contact is re- 
quired. 


FOR SALE -— Antenna system. 40’ aluminum 
crank up tower, 4 element Tri-band yagi, Ham-M 
rotator. All excellent. Reasonable, you take 
down. Call Ed Gable, K2MP, 392-3088. 


Open 
Saturdays 
10 AM-2 PM 


RAMSEY 
SURPLUS OUTLET STORE 


e Complete line of cable and 
connectors 

e ARRL Publications 

e Component parts 

e Complete Ramsey kit line 

e Large selection of coils and other 
hard to find RF parts 

e Consignment sales 

e Plus the usual surplus goodies 


Only 15 minutes from Rochester in Victor 
DIRECTIONS 

From 490 West (thruway Exit 45) 

Exit 490 West at last exit - Rt. 96 

South on Rt. 96 1 mile to Rt. 251 

Right on Rt. 251 2 miles to Canning Pkwy - 

O'Neil Associates Building on corner 
Right on Canning Pkwy to Ramsey Building 


From Southwest areas 
Take Rt. 64 to Mendon 4 corners (Rts. 64 & 251) 
East on Rt. 251 2 miles to Canning Pkwy 


Ramsey Electronics, Inc. 
793 Canning Parkway Victor, NY 14564 
Phone 924-4560 Fax 924-4566 


METRIC SLOGANS 


A miss is as good as 1.609 kilometres. 

A decigram of salt. 

Beat him to within 2.54 cm of his life. 

All wool and 91.3 cm wide. 

Give him 2.54 cm and he takes 1609 metres. 

Give him 453.6 gm of flesh. 

Missed it by a country 1.609 km. 

Traffic was 2.54 centimetering along the free- 
way. 

Hell’s 2023.5 square metres. 

Peter Piper picked 8.81 litres of pickled 
peppers. 

35.24 litres and 8.81 litres. 

It hit me like 907 kg of bricks. 

0.9144 metre of beer. 


28.5 grams of prevention is worth .456 kilo- 
grams of cure. 
Tnx The Emitter 


M. ORNSTEIN 


WB2YYB 
CONTRACTING 


(716) 334-3258 
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Gutter Cleaning 


Residential & Free 
Commercial Estimates 


Attic Seamless 
Ventilation Gutters 


Patrick C. Moyer, N2AIW 


Attorney & Counselor-at-Law 


General Legal Services 
ARRL Volunteer Counsel Participant 
AOPA Legal Plan 
Masters Degree in City Planning 


Day and Evening Hours 
(716) 427-9907 


2128 W. Jefferson Rd. + Pittsford, NY 14534 
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The RaRa RAG YEARS AGO — 


by ED Gable, K2MP 


20 YEARS AGO —- NOVEMBER 1974: 


The November meeting was the annual auction 
with Tom Ball, WA2THS, at the gavel. The 
Sunday Two Meter FM net moved to Noon to 
9:00 p.m. alternating between the .79 and .88 re- 
peaters. The General Class Code and Theory 
classes began a 13 week course with 8 different in- 
structors sharing the load. Instructors were 
WA2YRT, K2WW, W7JRL, WA2JFM, 
WB2EDT, WB2EEU, K2LZG and K2YAH. 
Dave Hassett, K2SQI, and Divot A. Green, 
WB2NSD, did the Novice sessions. Fred Becker, 
W2GV and Bob Crumrine, WB2DNN, are work- 
ing on an OSCAR 7 equipment package to be 
used for demonstrating satellites to area high 
schools. RaRa PR Man, David Holtz, WB2HTH, 
working with Prez Joe Hood, K2YAH, and the 
City Mayor, managed to have the Ist week in 
December declared Amateur Radio Week in 
Rochester. From the want ads, you could buy a 
National NC-300 with calibrator and speaker for 
$105 from John, W2BLU. 


40 YEARS AGO —- NOVEMBER 1954: 


This was a very special meeting at the Univer- 
sity of Rochester Cyclotron lab hosted by Bill 
Coombs and Ed Waz, W2BVP. Hurricane Hazel 
devestated many local antennas. Friend Stafford, 
W2AAU, just put up a fifty footer with a 20 Mtr 
beam. Two new members are KN2ISP and 
KN2INO. A new Novice Club is being started 
within RaRa to help newcomers. W2SAW, 
W2QY and W2KFU are kingpins for this nice 
venture. The big gun DX-wise seemed to be 
W2VQN’s | kw job with a 4 element yagi on 20 
meters and 2 elements on forty. An Elmac AF-67 
transmitter could be had for $105.00, from Van, 
W2CR. 


BIMINI TOPS DODGERS 
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Our Boat Covers Are Tops. 


1800 N. Clinton Ave., Rochester, NY 14621 


(716) 266-6440 


Chuck Vorndran 
WB202S 
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GLENWOOD ELECTRONIC 


594 HAGUE STREET COMPONENT PARTS 
ROCHESTER, NY 14606 (NEW AND NEW SURPLUS) 
HOURS: 


M-F 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM 
SAT 9:00 AM - 12:30 PM 


PH: (716) 328-1600 
FAX: (716) 328-3630 


LARGE SELECTION 
HIGH QUALITY 

LOW PRICES 
IN-DEPTH INVENTORY 


WE STOCK THE FOLLOWING: 


AC CORDS ic's SOLDER 
CAPACITORS LAMPS SWITCHES 
COAX CABLE LED'S TRANSISTORS 
CONNECTORS MOTORS TRIACS 

DIODES POTENTIOMETERS TRIMPOTS 
ENCLOSURES RELAYS VARIABLE CAPS 
FANS RESISTORS WIRE/CABLE 
FUSES SCR'S ZENER DIODES 
FUSEHOLDERS SHRINK TUBE LOTS MORE 


TRY GLENWOOD FOR ALL YOUR COMPONENT REQUIREMENTS 


RaRa RAG 6 


